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ANSWER KEY

UNIT 1

LET’S LISTEN
1. b     2.  c     3.  a

LISTEN AGAIN
1. go hiking     2.  300,000 yen     3.  Mexican

HOMESTAY USA
1. b     2.  a

TALKING TOGETHER
1. T     2.  T     3.  T     4.  F

UNIT 2

LET’S LISTEN
Family A (Mr. Davis is wearing a baseball uniform.)

LISTEN AGAIN
1. 15     2.  first (freshman)     3.  the rush hour

HOMESTAY USA
1. c     2.  b

TALKING TOGETHER
1. T     2.  F     3.  T     4.  F

UNIT 3

LET’S LISTEN
1. F     2.  T     3.  T     4.  T

LISTEN AGAIN
1. four     2.  a pool party     3.  at noon

HOMESTAY USA
1. b     2.  c

TALKING TOGETHER
1. F     2.  T     3.  T     4.  F
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UNIT 4

LET’S LISTEN
1. Prepared by: homestayer
2. Notes: I’ll help you make a bag lunch to take with you.
3. Time: at 7 o’clock

LISTEN AGAIN
1. Mom     2.  pancakes     3.  save her dinner

HOMESTAY USA
1. c     2.  c

TALKING TOGETHER
1. T     2.  T     3.  F     4.  T

UNIT 5

LET’S LISTEN
1. c     2.  b     3.  a

LISTEN AGAIN
1. F     2.  F     3.  T     4.  T

HOMESTAY USA
1. c     2.  b

TALKING TOGETHER
1. F     2.  T     3.  T     4.  F

UNIT 6

LET’S LISTEN
1. a     2.  b     3.  c

LISTEN AGAIN
1. F     2.  T     3.  F

HOMESTAY USA
1. c     2.  c

TALKING TOGETHER
1. F     2.  T     3.  T     4.  F
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UNIT 7

STARTING OUT
1. chop     2.  slice     3.  put     4.  open     5.  add     6.  stir

LET’S LISTEN
1. a     2.  b     3.  a

LISTEN AGAIN
1. F     2.  F     3.  F

HOMESTAY USA
1. a     2.  c

TALKING TOGETHER
1. F     2.  F     3.  F     4.  T

UNIT 8

LET’S LISTEN
1. b     2.  a     3.  c

LISTEN AGAIN
1. at 11:00     2.  her dad (father)     3.  at the mall

HOMESTAY USA
1. c     2.  a

TALKING TOGETHER
1. F     2.  T     3.  T     4.  T

UNIT 9

LET’S LISTEN
1. B     2.  C     3.  A     4.  D

LISTEN AGAIN
1. Independence Day     2.  at 9:00     3.  at the park

HOMESTAY USA
1. b     2.  a

TALKING TOGETHER
1. F     2.  T     3.  F     4.  F
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UNIT 10

LET’S LISTEN
Favorite places: The library and the gym
Major: History
Favorite class: European History
Club: Fencing

LISTEN AGAIN
1. T     2.  F     3.  T     4.  T

HOMESTAY USA
1. b     2.  a

TALKING TOGETHER
1. T     2.  T     3.  F     4.  T

UNIT 11

LET’S LISTEN
1. b     2.  a     3.  a

LISTEN AGAIN
1. F     2.  T     3.  F

HOMESTAY USA
1. a     2.  b

TALKING TOGETHER
1. T     2.  T     3.  T     4.  F

UNIT 12

LET’S LISTEN
1. $6     2.  cake     3.  1:20 p.m.     4.  Sapporo

LISTEN AGAIN
1. F     2.  F     3.  T     4.  T

HOMESTAY USA
1. c     2.  b

TALKING TOGETHER
1. F     2.  T     3.  T     4.  T
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UNIT 1

I Have a Dream

NOTES
Chicago: Chicago is the main city in the Midwest and it attracts many college graduates
and others who are looking for a career or a place to start a business. There are nearly three
million people in the city and many more in the surrounding suburbs. Lake Michigan
stretches to the horizon, and to most visitors it looks like an ocean.

Regarding the information on p. 2, while Chicago is famous for having cold winters,
December is often not terribly cold. Usually the coldest time of the year is late January to
the middle of February. The Magnificent Mile is the mile-long section of North Michigan
Avenue that is lined with elegant department stores. Chicago is the home of the skyscraper,
and many of the tall buildings offer observation decks. Christmas is a great time to visit
Chicago, as there are many decorations to see. For example, the city purchased tiny lights
from Italy many years ago and strings them up on trees throughout the downtown area. At
night, the city really sparkles. Also, the department stores have elaborate window displays
and interior decorations for the holiday season.

Boston: Boston is one of the oldest and most historic cities in the US. It is located about
300 kilometers north and east of New York City. In the early days of America, Boston was
one of the most important port cities and was the center of the whaling and shipping
industries. Lobster and other seafood dishes are what most locals like to eat at restaurants,
and the large number of Italian bakeries and restaurants are also very popular with people
in Boston.

Regarding the things to do in Boston: Boston is often very hot in the summer, but if you
go to the seafront or to the New England Aquarium you can stay cool. The city is a great
place to walk around. There are many walking trails with historical markers. Many
museums are available, and the Museum of Fine Arts famously has one of the best
collections of ukiyo-e in the world.

Boston is famous for the large number of universities it has; approximately 250,000
students live and study in Boston and its neighboring city, Cambridge (home of Harvard
and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, or “MIT”). Harvard Square is a park-like
area next to Harvard University. Many students and residents meet at the Square as it is full
of shops, bookstores, restaurants, movie theaters, and other such places.

Denver: Ayako is going to have a homestay in Denver. Denver, like Chicago and Boston, is
an interesting and very “American” city. While the focus of the book is on general
information and situations that students will find themselves in, Denver offers a chance for
many different activities. You may want to have your students research Denver to get an
idea of where Ayako is, and then later have them research and report on a city that they
would like to go on a homestay to.

Denver is in the Rocky Mountains, and is exactly one mile (1.6 km) above sea level.
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From the city one can see the Rocky Mountains to the west. The most famous mountain is
Pikes Peak, and you can take a cog-wheel train to the top: 4,300 meters high! Outdoor
activities are popular in Denver, such as hiking, mountain climbing, whitewater rafting,
skiing and so on. Denver has over 500,000 residents, so it is one of the largest cities in the
USA. Again, there is a lot of American history and culture that is tied to Denver, so if your
students do a bit of research they can come up with lots of interesting discoveries. Denver
is not really close to Mexico but has many excellent Mexican restaurants. One reason is
that Colorado shares a border with New Mexico and many Mexican-Americans thus make
their home in or near Denver.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is telling her teacher, Mr. King, about her dream. As you listen, complete each
statement by circling the letter of the correct answer.

Ayako: Guess what, Mr. King!
Mr. King: What, Ayako?

Ayako: My dream came true! I’m going on a homestay trip to Denver.
Mr. King: Denver! (1)Mile High City!

Ayako: That’s right! Have you ever been there?
Mr. King: No, not yet. Uh, how long will you be there?

Ayako: For three weeks.
Mr. King: Great! I hope you’ll have a chance to explore (2)the Rocky Mountains.

Ayako: Yes, I plan to do some hiking in the mountains. That’s what a lot of people
do for fun there in the summer.

Mr. King: Well, be careful! Um, is a homestay like that expensive?
Ayako: Well, it’s not really cheap. It’s going to cost about 300,000 yen, including

airfare.
Mr. King: Three hundred thousand yen? That’s not bad, for three weeks.

Ayako: Oh, and I can’t wait to try some (3)Mexican food there. My friends tell me
that Denver is a great place for that!

Mr. King: I’m sure! What else are you looking forward to?
Ayako: Well, I’m really looking forward to meeting my host family. I’ve

exchanged email with them, and they seem like a nice family.
Mr. King: Terrific!

Ayako: How about you, Mr. King? Do you have any plans to travel during the
holiday?

Mr. King: Yes. I HAVE A DREAM . . . Someday I’d like to go far . . .

NOTES
(1) Denver got its nickname because it is one mile above sea level.
(2) The Rockies are majestic mountains that have their highest peaks in Colorado.
(3) Mexican food is very popular in the USA. The dishes have a lot of meat and are quite

spicy. Tortillas are used in many ways, from taco shells to rollups for other dishes.
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HOMESTAY USA
Many people want to go on a homestay to experience American life. After you watch
the DVD, complete the statements below.

What’s your dream?

Some students dream about their future career.

How would you like to be a firefighter?

Or a musician?

Some people dream about the kind of home they’ll live in someday.

Isn’t this house beautiful?

For others, their dreams may include traveling abroad.

Have you ever dreamed about going on a homestay trip to the USA?

You’ll be sure to have many unique adventures there . . .

Chikako: Oh! (rubbing the horse’s nose)
Taylor (Chikako’s host brother):  It feels funny.

. . . and you’ll have plenty of chances to speak English, too.

Classroom helper: It was strange, yeah.
Student: Strange?

Classroom helper: Very strange!
Student: Strange, yeah.

Classroom helper: But . . .

But it’s up to you. Who knows? You too may find yourself on a homestay adventure
someday.

Good luck!



PH
O

TO
CO

PIA
B

LE  ©
 M

acm
illan LanguageH

ouse

10

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: What’s your name?

Jakob: My name is Jakob.
Interviewer: Jakob, where are you from?

Jakob: I’m from Denmark.
Interviewer: Why did you decide to come to the US for a homestay?

Jakob: Uh . . . my parents heard some good things from friends, and they had
some kids going out different places, and well, I decided to give it a shot.
So . . .

Interviewer: How’s your homestay going?
Jakob: It’s been amazing so far. I’ve met a lot of new people . . . great contacts.

It’s just . . . it’s fun here. You get a lot of new friends here, so it’s . . . it’s
really cool.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: Do you recommend that a family take the opportunity to be a host family?

Gwynne: I . . . I think it’s a great opportunity. I think you learn—you can study
about a country in books, and you’re still never going to really be able to
understand what it’s like to be from that country, I think, until you have
someone come and stay in your own home. Most people aren’t gonna be
able to go to Japan, so I think having a Japanese student come and stay
with you is the next best thing.
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UNIT 2

First Day in America

NOTES
Occupations: It is common in America for both parents to work, even if they have young
children. One reason is economic: to support the family, two incomes are often necessary.
The other reason is that many women find a business career to be a very satisfying part of
their life, and so many mothers go back to work at the earliest opportunity available. In
addition, there are many “single parents” who have to work and raise children without
having a spouse to rely on.

Soccer: Soccer, as football is known in the USA, is extremely popular as a participatory
sport. While it has never been a very popular spectator sport, that could change as most
school-age children now play soccer. It seems that Americans enjoy playing soccer, and
then watching more high-scoring games such as baseball, basketball and American foot-
ball.

Family photos: People are always interested to see a photo of someone’s family. You don’t
need to have a formal photo. Just an ordinary photo of your family will work well as a way
to “break the ice.”

Break the ice: To “break the ice” means to find something easy to talk about with someone
who is a bit nervous or shy.

Outside interests: An “outside interest” would be something that you do that is not
connected to your work.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako has just arrived in America. She is meeting her host family at the airport. As you
listen, decide which family is Ayako’s host family. Circle A or B.

Mrs. Davis: That must be Ayako with the two red suitcases. Ayako?
Ayako: Mrs. Davis?

Mrs. Davis: Yes. Hi! Welcome to America!
Ayako: Thank you!

Mrs. Davis: How was your flight?
Ayako: Fine—but it was long! I’m tired.

Mrs. Davis: I can imagine.
Ayako: Oh, what a cute dog! What’s his name?

Mrs. Davis: This is Jack.
Ayako: Hi, Jack!

Mrs. Davis: Oh—uh, let me introduce you to the rest of the family.
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Ayako: Sure.
Mrs. Davis: This is my daughter, Jessica. She’s 15.

Jessica: Just a minute, Amy. Hi . . .
Ayako: Hi, Jessica.
Jessica: . . . OK. Now what were you saying, Amy?

Mrs. Davis: Jessica! Can’t you stop talking on your cellphone for just one second?
Jessica: Sorry. Hi, Ayako. It’s nice to meet you.

Mrs. Davis: And this is Jason. He’s a (1)freshman in college.
Ayako: Hi. I’m in my first year of studies, too.
Jessica: That’s cool!

Mrs. Davis: And this is my husband, Tom. Tom? Honey, why don’t you turn off your
TV?

Mr. Davis: It’s the bottom of the ninth. Two outs!
Ayako: I’m a baseball fan too. Who’s playing?

Mr. Davis: The (2)Rockies are about to win! They’re playing the Giants in San
Francisco. It’s a tight game!

Mrs. Davis: Come on, everyone. Let’s go! If we hurry, we can avoid the rush hour.

NOTES
(1) First year student (“frosh” is a gender neutral variation, and many people now prefer to

use “first year student” as it is also gender neutral). Following the freshman year,
second year students are sophomores, third year students are juniors, and fourth year
students are seniors. Also, in the US, a person in his or her first year of employment is
not called a “freshman”—he or she is simply a “new employee.”

(2) The Colorado Rockies baseball team was founded in 1993. They went to the World
Series in 2007, with Kazuo Matsui of Japan as one of their star players.

HOMESTAY USA
What can you look forward to when you meet your host family? After you watch the
DVD, complete the statements below.

Welcome to America!

It’s common to feel nervous the first time you meet your host family. Don’t worry!

Your new family will be excited about getting to know you and having you stay in their
home.

Gwynne (host mother): Yeah. Do you wanna go horseback riding at our house?
Chikako (homestayer): Oh, yes.
Gwynne: You can ride one of our horses.
Chikako: Really?
Gwynne: Yeah.
Chikako: Oh!

Maggie (host sister): You can ride my horse.
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Chikako: Oh!
Gwynne: Yeah, her horse is nice, yeah.

Be flexible. Try new things. How about going (1)blueberry picking with your new family?
Or with some new friends?

Or raspberries. Mmm . . . Don’t they look delicious?

Every family is different. Many host families have young children.

And some families even have (2)horses and pigs, too!

You’ll have lots of time to find out about everyone’s (3)interests.

And before long, you’ll feel like you are part of the family. Have fun!

NOTES
(1) Outdoor activities such as blueberry picking or raspberry picking depend on the area
and the time of year.
(2) Many homestayers stay with a family in a small city or town, and some stay with a
family who lives on a farm.
(3) It is common to ask about someone’s interests (“What are your interests?” or “What do
you like to do in your free time?”) rather than to ask “What is your hobby?” Hobbies often
involve collections of some sort (collecting coins or stamps, for example) or spending a
large amount of time or money on the area of interest (boating or gardening, for example).
On the other hand, the idea of “interests” can include free time activities such as listening to
music or watching sports on TV.

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: So how did you originally find out about the program?

Terri: I . . . um . . . I had heard about it from a friend, and so I went up to the
college and inquired about it.

Interviewer: And then that’s how you found those . . . where you found those
(1)letters?

Terri: Oh . . . no, the letters came once . . . When you . . . you go talk to the
people that run the program, and they come out and look at your house
and talk to you to see if you’ll be a good host family, a possibility, and so
then once you’re accepted, then they . . . they come out with some letters
and . . . uh, pictures . . . of the students.

Interviewer: And did you have a chance to exchange much information before they
arrived?

Terri: No, not really.
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INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: Uh . . . Mark. Why did you want to host a homestay student?

Mark: Well, um . . . I think it’s really important for . . . um . . . Americans to . . .
um . . . just get a broad worldview, to meet people from other cultures and
from other countries. And it’s interesting to talk to them and . . . uh . . .
you know, talk about the (2)differences. But what’s really . . . and most
interesting is how much we have in common. And . . . um . . . also it’s just
a lot of fun to have, uh, an exchange student living with us. And um . . .
you end up having . . . just creating a lot of really fun memories.

NOTES
(1) Terri is referring to letters that were written by the students applying for the homestay

program. The interviewer and Terri spoke about these letters earlier in the interview,
which is why the interviewer mentioned them.

(2) Mark is referring to cultural differences, such as different ideas of what is polite
behavior and different ways of doing things such as cooking, eating or communica-
ting.
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UNIT 3

Make Yourself at Home

NOTES
American houses: While many American houses are larger than the average house in
Japan, there are plenty of small houses. Not every house in America is large! Many houses
are old, since for many people “older is better.” American houses in the north often have a
basement, as the furnace (to heat air and send it around the house in the winter) would be
located there. Attics are also popular features of American houses. The area under the roof
could be a storage area or can be converted to living space. Houses in the southern areas
tend to be open to the elements more, as the long, hot summers make it desirable to have a
screened in porch where one can stay cool during the day.

Ranch house: The ranch house design is very popular. Ranch-style houses tend to have
one floor, and often have an “L” shape which allows for privacy in different corners of the
house.

The yard: Most American houses have a front yard and a backyard. The front yard is
typically used as a decorative area, with bushes and flowers arranged for effect. A weekly
chore in the summer is to mow the lawn so that the grass does not grow very tall. The
backyard is hidden from view and is where the family entertains itself. A porch, a patio or
a deck is often attached to the house. In the yard itself there might be a garden, a swing set,
and lots of space for children to play.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is talking to her friend, Scott, about her host family’s house. As you listen, mark
the statements as true (T) or false (F).

Scott: Hi, Ayako!
Ayako: Hi, Scott.

Scott: Hey, how are you getting along with your host family—the Davises?
Ayako: Great! Just great.

Scott: I’m glad to hear that. And how do you like your new house?
Ayako: It’s very nice.

Scott: What kind of house is it, by the way?
Ayako: It’s, uh, a four-bedroom ranch.

Scott: Hey! Same as my house. Does their house have a basement, too?
Ayako: No. We don’t have a basement. But there is plenty of room. The living

room is huge!
Scott: That must be nice. Oh, is—is there anything you don’t like?
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Ayako: I guess the only thing I don’t really like is that it’s far from the city center,
the shopping mall, movie theaters . . .

Scott: Yeah. That’s too bad.
Ayako: But the Davises have a really cool home theater system.

Scott: You’re kidding. Wow!
Ayako: Yeah, it’s wonderful. Maybe you can come over someday and watch a

movie. I’ll ask them if it’s OK.
Scott: OK. And by the way, I hope you can come over soon, too. I’m having a

pool party this weekend at my house.
Ayako: You have a (1)swimming pool? At your house?

Scott: Uh-huh. And the party starts around noon on Saturday. So—can you make
it?

Ayako: Sure. Sounds great!
Scott: Fantastic! I’ll call you tomorrow . . .

NOTES
(1) In warmer parts of the US, it is not uncommon for people to have a swimming pool.

HOMESTAY USA
What will your host family’s home be like? After you watch the DVD, complete the
statements below.

American houses come in all shapes and sizes.

In some areas, you’ll find very expensive houses with large yards in beautiful locations—
and with views of the mountains or the sea.

Other families have smaller houses and yards.

Inside a typical American house, you’ll see that the rooms and appliances, such as the stove
or the refrigerator, are large. Are you hungry? Just help yourself.

For many people, their favorite place in the house is the family room. It’s a nice place to
relax and watch TV.

Cool nights are more pleasant when you have a fireplace to gather around.

No matter where you live, or what kind of place you live in, it’s the people that really make
a place feel like home.

Gwynne: Come on in!
<background chatter>
Chikako: Thank you. Oh!

Taylor: Now I just have to get it up the stairs.
<background chatter and laughter>
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And, well, maybe a special pet, too!

Phil (host father):  She’ll be your best friend.
Chikako: Hi. Hi!

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: Have you heard of any particular complaints that host families have about

their homestay students?
Laura: Oh, well, (1)one was related to that. Um . . . when the Japanese student

has finished using the bathroom, they often shut the door. They come out,
and they shut the door. And then the host family doesn’t . . . in America,
we leave the door open. So when they come to the door, and they want to
use the bathroom, and the door is shut they think, “Oh, is someone in
there?” And then they go looking around the house, “No, Sayaka’s not in
there” . . . you know. And so we don’t have this system of knocking to
find out if someone’s in the bathroom. So it’s better to leave the door open
when you’re finished.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: How would you describe your house?

Jamie: Uh . . . kind of big . . . big yard . . . um . . . pretty nice kitchen . . . cabinets
. . . (2)I eat a lot.

Interviewer: Do you have your own room?
Jamie: Me and my brother share one.

Interviewer: How old’s your brother?
Jamie: Thirteen.

Interviewer: What’s your favorite part of the house?
Jamie: Uh . . . probably my room.

Interviewer: And do you have a dream house?
Jamie: Not really.

Interviewer: Well, if you could dream up a house, what do you think it would look
like?

Jamie: Uh . . . I don’t know. Big yard . . . lots of animals.

NOTES
(1) Laura had just described how using the bathtub in America differs from Japan.
(2) Jamie says this very fast, as he is making a kind of joke about how important the

cabinets full of food are to him.
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UNIT 4

Help Yourself

NOTES
Dinnertime: Many families with teenaged children rarely eat dinner together. One of the
parents may have to work late, and the children might have some sort of club meeting,
sports practice or music lesson that they have to attend. As a result, whenever everyone is
together it is commented on. Families that take in homestay students may be more
commonly together at dinnertime because they feel some responsibility to take care of their
homestayer and show them what a traditional family is like.

American food: American food is typically regional. Each area has a dish or type of food
that people identify with the area. In addition to the availability of local ingredients, the
influence of immigration can often produce a “local specialty.”

Catfish: One of the most popular dishes in the US is fried catfish. While catfish are not
commonly eaten in Japan, the meat is very light and flaky when cooked. Catfish is
especially popular in the South. Farm-raised catfish is seen as a healthy alternative to beef,
but when the fish is fried, as it often is, it is not as healthy as it could be. There are websites
devoted to catfish, such as <http://www.catfishrestaurants.com/>.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is talking with her host mother. As you listen, fill in the numbered areas of the
checklist that Mrs. Davis will complete and give to her.

Mrs. Davis: OK, Ayako, I need to confirm a few things about your meals, all right?
Ayako: Sure, Mrs. Davis.

Mrs. Davis: Oh, you can just call me “Mom,” if you like.
Ayako: OK, Mom.

Mrs. Davis: Great. Now we will provide you with three meals a day.
Ayako: Right.

Mrs. Davis: Good. Now, as for breakfast, you are kind of on your own, all right? We
all eat at different times, and everyone makes their own breakfast, OK?

Ayako: Um, OK.
Mrs. Davis: You can eat anytime, but of course you’ll be leaving the house at 8:00 or

9:00 usually. Anyway, there is plenty of cereal here in the cupboard and
you can make toast and so on if you like. We also always have some juice
in the fridge. Just help yourself, OK?

Ayako: I see, thanks!
Mrs. Davis: And on weekends, we have (1)brunch—we go out or I make some

(2)pancakes.
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Ayako: Oh, that sounds nice.
Mrs. Davis: Mm-hmm. For weekdays, I’ll be glad to help you make you a (3)bag

lunch to take with you. Do you like sandwiches?
Ayako: Oh, sure, sandwiches are great.

Mrs. Davis: That’s good. Finally, as for dinner, we eat at 7 o’clock. Please call if
you’re going to be late, OK?

Ayako: I understand. I’ll be sure to be back on time.
Mrs. Davis: But if you’re running late, don’t worry; just call and let me know, and I’ll

save your dinner for you, OK?
Ayako: OK, I’ll do that. Thanks.

NOTES
(1) Brunch is a meal usually eaten around lunchtime, but consisting of typical breakfast

foods such as pancakes, waffles, eggs, sausage, fruit juice and pastries.
(2) Pancakes and waffles are very popular brunch dishes as they are easy to make. Also,

pancake house restaurants are popular as they can serve a large variety of pancakes,
especially varieties that would be difficult to make at home.

(3) Many people take a lunch with them to work or school. For a student, a typical bag
lunch might have a sandwich, an apple, a bag of potato chips and a piece of cake.
Adults tend to make sandwiches and salads for their lunch.

HOMESTAY USA
How do American families act when they eat at home? After you watch the DVD,
complete the statements below.

Americans tend to eat in a casual manner.

As a homestayer, you’ll find that mealtime is a good chance to talk with your host family.

Taro: Uh, tomorrow. I—uh, I’ll have a final project in the school.
Terri: Um-hmm.
Taro: So today I have—I will have a lot (of) work. Homework.
Terri: Tonight?
Taro: Hmm.
Terri: Tonight.
Taro: Hmm.

Is Taisuke done with his homework?

Taisuke: I finished the homework.
Terri: You did?

Taisuke: Yeah.
Terri: So you’re free?

Taisuke: Yeah!
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Yes—he is.

You’ll have a chance to try new dishes. Have you ever had Mexican food?
It’s the first time for Chikako to try it.

If your host family says a prayer before eating, just bow your head with everyone else.

Phil: Dear Jesus, thank you that we could come together this afternoon—er, this
evening—and have dinner. Uh, thank you for our special guests who have
come and visit with us. Uh, bless this food, everybody’s, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Everyone: Amen.
Gwynne: All right.

Phil: Let’s eat.
Jacob: Mommy? Mommy, mommy, I wanna eat too.

Phil: It’s not very hot, but it is hot.
Chikako: Oh.

Jacob: Let’s eat.
Gwynne: All right, so this is all Mexican food in Chikako’s honor, because she has

never had Mexican food before.
Gwynne’s sister: Hajimete?

Jacob: (1)No, no that’s Chikako.
Chikako: (laughs and nods)

Yes, you’ll have fun trying new dishes. And talking with your host family too!

NOTES
(1) Jacob thinks that his aunt is calling Chikako by the wrong name (Hajimete). The aunt

speaks some Japanese and is thus confirming with Chikako that this is the first time
she has had Mexican food.

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: Maggie. What time do you usually eat dinner?

Maggie: Um, 5:00 to 6:00.
Interviewer: Every night?

Maggie: Usually.
Interviewer: How often does your family eat dinner together?

Maggie: Uh, almost every day except Sunday ’cause then we usually eat
downstairs, and watch a movie.

Interviewer: And what do you usually talk about during dinner?
Maggie: TV. I don’t know. Um, how the day happened . . . Yeah.

Interviewer: Do you have any advice for a homestayer about food?
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Maggie: Try everything. If you don’t like it you don’t have to try it again.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: Renee.

Renee: Yes.
Interviewer: Do you have any suggestions for a homestayer with regard to food?

Renee: Well, I want them to feel comfortable in our house, so when they,
whenever we have anybody new, I like to kind of show them around the
kitchen, and, and um, point out that they’re welcome to help themselves to
anything that they’re interested in trying, or, lots of times foods can be
different, and uh, I like to cook a lot, so I, you know, expect them to try
what I am making, um, just because it’s “a good cultural experience,” but
um, and they may like it and they may not like it, but I really want them to
tell me whether they like it or not. And we’re pretty open and honest in
our family, so, if they don’t like it there’s no problem with that, I won’t
make it again for them. Um, and I try to make foods that they like,
because there will be American foods that they do like, and so I will try to
make those more often, but, um, they’ll also find things in the cupboard
that they like.
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UNIT 5

Everybody’s Got a Job

NOTES
Laundry: In the US people usually use a clothes dryer along with an automatic washing
machine. One reason is that the dryer can be used any time of the day, any time of the year.
Another reason is that hanging laundry is not acceptable in many areas as it is seen as
“unsightly.” As people become more environmentally conscious, perhaps sun-dried laun-
dry will become more popular.

Dishwasher: Over 60 percent of households have a dishwashing machine, and at higher
income levels almost every household has one. While they may seem to be a luxury in
terms of space and expense, they are felt to be a necessity by most people. Also, since most
houses are now designed with space for a dishwasher, they do not really take up extra
space. They are easy to operate, one simply adds soap to a dispenser, closes the door and
pushes the “start” button.

Making your bed: It is good manners to “make your bed” in the morning after you wake
up. An unmade bed shows that one does not care how things look. A good way to make a
good impression is to make your bed every day. Many families do not expect a homestayer
to do many chores, but making one’s bed and being willing to help will be greatly
appreciated by the homestay parents.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is talking with another homestayer, Ian. As you listen, complete each state-
ment by circling the letter of the correct answer.

Ayako: Ian, is this the first time you’ve been on a homestay?
Ian: That’s right. First time out of Canada, first time on a homestay. How about

you? Have you been on a homestay before?
Ayako: No, I haven’t. It’s great, but everything is so different.

Ian: I bet! But you’re getting used to things, I guess.
Ayako: Yes, I am. The Davises are helping me out a lot.

Ian: What’s something that’s really different for you about living here—I
mean, besides the food?

Ayako: Hmm . . . maybe the chores. My brother and I don’t have to do many
things around the house in Japan. But here, for example, my host brother
does his own laundry!

Ian: Yeah?
Ayako: I can’t imagine my brother back in Japan doing his own laundry! No way!

Ian: Why not? I’ve been doing my own laundry since I was about 12.
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Ayako: Well, I guess one reason is that my mom does it while we’re at school.
Ian: I see. Uh, are you having any trouble with the chores?

Ayako: No, no trouble. They just asked me to take care of my room and my
laundry, that’s all. But still I try to help out as much as I can.

Ian: For example?
Ayako: Oh, I help set the table, or clear the table, help load the dishwasher, things

like that.
Ian: That’s nice.

Ayako: It’s kind of fun actually! I feel like I’m part of the family. Everyone else is
helping, after all.

Ian: I’m sure they’re happy to have you. Sounds like you’re all getting along
really well!

HOMESTAY USA
What kind of chores do you think you’ll do on your homestay? After you watch the
DVD, complete the statements below.

Do you like to do chores?

On your homestay, you may have the chance to do your own laundry.

You might learn how to use a dishwasher.

Or a weed cutter.

Terri: You gotta use—hold this part. So you use it like that.
(then Taisuke uses the weed cutter)

It’s important to move it back and forth.

Yes, helping out can be fun.

But some jobs just stink!

Gwynne: And then just find a pile . . . There you go. It’s a little one. That’s it!
Chikako: Oh!
Gwynne: Yeah, I think that the pitchfork is easier.
Chikako: Oh, thank you.

Jamie: Much easier.
Gwynne: And that’s about two days worth of poo in there.

Jamie: Nope—one day, we did it yesterday.
Gwynne: Oh, it’s one day’s worth of poo.
Chikako: Many poo.
Gwynne: Yeah, horses poop a lot.

Jamie: Good job!



PH
O

TO
CO

PIA
B

LE  ©
 M

acm
illan LanguageH

ouse

24

Gwynne: Good job! OK, now we have to take it to the compost pile.
(as Chikako handles the wheelbarrow) It’s kind of tippy.
(as Chikako nears the compost pile) Yeah, all the way over there.

Chikako: Oh, OK.
Gwynne: Good job!
Chikako: Thank you. Oh . . .
Gwynne: Just shake it. There you go. That’s it!

But that’s OK. You’ll be part of the family. Everybody’s got a job!

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: What chores do you do around your house?

Taylor: I have to pick up dog poop, and, sort the laundry, and . . . a bunch of other
stuff that I can’t remember.

Interviewer: Which chore is your least favorite one to do?
Taylor: Pick up dog poop.

Interviewer: Do you have a favorite chore?
Taylor: Uh, probably sort(ing) the laundry, ’cause it hardly takes any time.

Interviewer: What chore are you good at doing?
Taylor: Probably picking up dog poop.

Interviewer: What was the first chore you remember that you were responsible for
doing?

Taylor: Oh . . . probably . . . sweeping the kitchen.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: OK, so David, I want you, if you could—what kind of chores do you do?

David: Um, now, well, when I go to (1)Leavenworth sometimes I just like, clean
the benches of water, and then I also put up the umbrellas and put down
the benches, and water the plants, and then, here, I pull weeds, and do the
dishwasher, and do laundry.

Interviewer:  Do you have a favorite chore?
David: Yeah, I think, um, I don’t know, probably pulling weeds or doing

something in Leavenworth.
Interviewer: And what about your least favorite chore?

David: Hmm . . . Probably, the dishwasher.

NOTES
(1) Leavenworth is a resort area on a lake near David’s house. His family has a second

home there. This could explain why he likes doing chores at Leavenworth, it is a fun
place for him to visit.
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UNIT 6

It’s 50% Off!

NOTES
Fitting rooms: When trying on clothes, you will probably have to let a clerk see them first.
Also, you cannot usually take more than three items into the changing room. This policy is
for prevention of shoplifting. Since fitting rooms are often completely private they need to
be sure that the number of clothing items that come out of the fitting room matches the
number that came in.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is shopping for a sweater. The weather is cooler than she expected! As you
listen, complete each statement by circling the letter of the correct answer.

Sales clerk: May I help you?
Ayako: Yes, I’m looking for a sweater.

Sales clerk: OK. Why don’t you look at the ones on this table? I think you take a
small, don’t you?

Ayako: Uh, I guess so. But in Japan I always wear a medium size.
Sales clerk: Ah, yes, but a medium here in the US would just swallow you up!

Here . . . look.
Ayako: I see. It is a bit too large, isn’t it?

Sales clerk: Yes, it is. But we have plenty of nice ones in small. What kind of sweater
do you want?

Ayako: Oh, I just need something for now. Nothing too heavy.
Sales clerk: In that case, I recommend one of these cotton sweaters.

Ayako: Do you think so?
Sales clerk: Sure. A cotton sweater will take the chill off, but it will also breathe. So

you won’t get too hot either.
Ayako: Hmm . . .

Sales clerk: We also have some nice and light (1)cashmere sweaters. Just perfect for
this weather. They’re a bit more expensive, of course.

Ayako: Hmm . . . $79.50.
Sales clerk: Actually, the ones on this table are on sale. Twenty percent is taken off at

the cash register.
Ayako: I see . . . 20 percent off . . . Could I try this one on?

Sales clerk: Certainly.
Ayako: I’ll take it!

Sales clerk: Good choice. Will you be using a credit card?
Ayako: Um, do you accept (2)traveler’s checks?

Sales clerk: Sure, no problem. Just a moment please.
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NOTES
(1) Sweaters made of cashmere wool can have a loose weave and be wearable in warmer

months.
(2) A traveler’s check is easily acceptable as payment in many places where using a credit

card would be troublesome.

HOMESTAY USA
Shopping can be fun with a friend—and with your homestay family too! After you
watch the DVD, complete the statements below.

It’s fun to shop with a friend.

Maybe you’ll find something you like at an open-air market.

Music fans will find a lot to like here.

And of course, a fashion boutique may be very attractive.

Taisuke found some jeans to buy.

You may enjoy shopping with your host family, too.

Gwynne: So we need menma—bamboo shoots.
Chikako: Oh, menma.

You may even help them shop!

Chikako: Oh, thank you!
Gwynne: Good eye!

OK, is that enough, or do we need two packages?
Chikako: Yeah!
Gwynne: One?

Chikako: Menma . . . Oh!
Gwynne: Is this it?

Jacob: Yeah . . .
Chikako: This.
Gwynne: Is that it?
Chikako: Yeah!
Gwynne: Perfect!

Great! What would ramen be like without menma?

Gwynne: All right.
Maggie: (pointing to some sembei) These are good.
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Gwynne: So you are going to help me cook all of this, right?
Chikako: Oh, yeah.
Gwynne: (to cash register clerk) Thank you! Bye.

Clerk: You’re welcome.
Chikako: Thank you!

Maggie: Thank you!
Jacob: Bye!

Next stop, the kitchen!

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: And what are some of the places you like to go that are popular with

young people?
Theo: Um, uh, downtown is really fun, and there’s a lot of young people there.

(1)Downtown Fair, even. (2)It’s really fun (place) to be. Uh, yeah, I guess
like that’s the popular places to be.

Interviewer: And what do you usually do down there?
Theo: Uh, just kind of walk around and talk to each other. Kinda go in stores,

and (3)buy things we don’t need.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: Have you taken any trips since you’ve been here?

Aya: Trips?
Interviewer: To Vancouver, or Seattle?

Aya: Ah, yes. I, uh, we went to Vancouver and Seattle and (4)Friday Harbor.
Interviewer: So you rode a ferry boat?

Aya: Yes.
Interviewer: How was that experience?

Aya: Um . . . It’s so—I enjoyed it.
Interviewer: Did you buy a souvenir?

Aya: Ah, yes. Uh, I bought, um, some maple syrup in Vancouver, and at—in
Seattle, I bought some T-shirts, uh, (5)Mariners T-shirts, for my brother
and father.

NOTES
(1) An area of Theo’s town where there are many shops and a lot of pedestrian traffic.
(2) Theo is speaking in a relaxed manner, as many teenagers do.
(3) Theo is mildly mocking how shopping is a common activity and how he realizes he

buys things that are not necessary.
(4) Friday Harbor is a picturesque town on San Juan Island. Since Aya mentioned Friday

Harbor, the interviewer realized that she must have taken a ferry to go there and so he
asked her about it.

(5) The Seattle Mariners baseball team.
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UNIT 7

Cooking Is Easy

NOTES
Japanese culture in the USA: Since the mid-1990s Japanese culture has become very
popular in the US as well as other countries around the world. Before that, at least in the
US, only American otaku were into manga and anime. Now it is very common for young
people to study Japanese just so they can read original, untranslated manga or watch anime
in Japanese. There is a good chance that any young children or teenagers in your host
family will have many questions about life in Japan.

Japanese food in the USA: Besides the Japanese culture boom, Japanese food is very
popular in the US these days. Not long ago people thought that Chinese and Japanese food
were the same. Now, especially on the coasts (West Coast and East Coast) Japanese food is
valued for its health benefits. Seaweed, tofu and other staples of Japanese cuisine are
increasingly available at ordinary supermarkets. Even so, people will be very glad to learn
how to make simple Japanese dishes. Good choices would be sukiyaki, soba and
okonomiyaki in addition to the miso soup and onigiri featured in the textbook.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is explaining how to make miso soup to her host brother, Jason. As you listen,
complete each statement by circling the letter of the correct answer.

Ayako: I think I’ve got everything ready now, Jason.
Jason: Great! So, let’s make, uh . . . what kind of soup is it again?

Ayako: Miso soup.
Jason: Right, miso soup. Um, what can I do to help?

Ayako: You can heat up the water there.
Jason: All right.

Ayako: And now add this package of dashi into the water.
Jason: Sure! Uh, what’s dashi?

Ayako: Um, it’s soup stock—a kind of fish bouillon. Just put it all in. Now here is
some cut-up tofu. Let’s add that too.

Jason: Tofu, right. I’ve had that before.
Ayako: Did you like it?
Jason: Yes, yes I did as a matter of fact.

Ayako: Great. Now after I add the tofu, we’ll let it simmer a bit. Then we’ll add
the seaweed and some miso.

Jason: Seaweed? It’s for the soup?
Ayako: Don’t worry, it tastes good.
Jason: OK, if you say so.
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Ayako: Do you want to put the seaweed in now?
Jason: Uh, sure.
Ayako: Thanks. Um, and it looks like we can put the miso in now—by the way,

miso is a kind of soybean paste. Oh, it’s important to turn the heat down
first. After I put the miso in, could you stir it up with these chopsticks?

Jason: Sure! How’s this?
Ayako: Good job! Now, we just have to wait and make sure it doesn’t boil.
Jason: OK. But when will we know it’s ready?
Ayako: Uh, when the tofu starts moving around it should be ready.
Jason: That’s it? Hmm . . . it’s not so hard to make miso soup, is it?
Ayako: Well, everyone has their own way to make it. This is just the basic style.

OK, looks like it’s ready. Do you want to see how it tastes?
Jason: Sure! Wow, that’s good!
Ayako: We can make it again sometime with potatoes, or carrots or with other

vegetables, if you like.
Jason: Sounds good to me!

HOMESTAY USA
On your homestay you may cook with your homestay family—or for them! After you
watch the DVD, complete the statements below.

Do you like to cook? Have you had much practice? Why not make a dish for your host
family?

Terri: What are you guys making?
Taro: Um, we will make—we are making curry . . . for dinner.
Terri: So, what’s in it?
Taro: Um, potatoes, carrots and onion—and chicken.

Yes, Taro and Taisuke are making chicken curry for Terri.

Terri: (after being handed a dish of curry) Thank you.
Taisuke: You’re welcome.

Terri: This looks good.

But you don’t have to cook a whole dinner by yourself. You can enjoy just helping your
host family cook.

Gwynne: Does your dad ever cook?
Chikako: Yeah.
Gwynne: Yeah? Is he a good cook?
Chikako: But she’s—he’s not good at cooking.
Gwynne: No?
Chikako: But nobody says (so).
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Today, Chikako is helping her host mother make ramen and gyoza.

Gwynne: Mmm. I love that smell of sesame oil. It smells good.
OK, so I think we make those, and then we won’t cook them until we’re
just about ready to eat.

Yes, cooking with your host family can be fun.

Maggie: Did you make those dumplings?
Gwynne: Uh, Chikako did.

Jamie: Oh, wow, those look good.
Gwynne: Don’t they look great?

And eating together can be fun too!

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: Has a homestay student made any dishes for you?

Mark: Our Chinese students make a traditional dish called “hot pot.” And, uh,
it’s hot! It’s really hot. I like hot food, but this dish is incredibly hot.

Interviewer: Are there any dishes that you make now that you learned from a homestay
student?

Mark: No.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: Do you cook often at home in Japan?

Maria: Yes.
Interviewer: How about on your homestay? Do you have a chance to cook much here?

Maria: Uh, yes. Uh, maybe today I will cook, uh, somen and tempura for my host
family.

Interviewer: Have you made any dishes for your homestay family already?
Maria: No.

Interviewer: This’ll be the first meal?
Maria: Yes!
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UNIT 8

Weekend Fun

NOTES
Party: Parties are often held at home. Parties are a popular option for teenagers, especially
when the parents are away. If the parents are home, the party is “chaperoned” and will
likely have a lot of dancing and food. If someone has a swimming pool then a “pool party”
is always enjoyable. College students will typically go to dance clubs when they party.

Sunday: Sundays are special days in America. It is the traditional day for Christians to go
to church. Until recently many states still had laws that regulated or banned the sale of
liquor on Sunday or that did not allow certain kinds of businesses to operate on that day.
Nowadays Sunday is the second-busiest shopping day of the week (Saturday is the
busiest).

Mall: A very popular place to go shopping is “the mall,” as indoor shopping malls have a
large variety of stores that are close together. The mall will have a food court, with many
restaurants arranged cafeteria style, and enclosed restaurants. Many malls have movie
theaters and some even have outpatient surgery clinics.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is talking to her friend, Holly, about how she spends the weekend with her host
family. As you listen, complete each statement by circling the letter of the correct
answer.

Holly: What do you like to do on the weekend, Ayako?
Ayako: Um, well, on Saturday I usually get up around 7 o’clock and (1)take the

dog for a walk. It’s a nice way to start the day. And after that I usually go
out with Jessica or Jason.

Holly: That’s nice. But do you really get up at 7:00? I usually sleep until at least
11:00 on Saturday.

Ayako: Really! What do you do after that?
Holly: Um, after having lunch, I usually go to a friend’s house or go to the park,

that kind of thing.
Ayako: That sounds nice.
Holly: Uh-huh. How about Sundays? Do you do anything special with your

family then?
Ayako: Um, on Sundays we usually go out for lunch. Sometimes we go to a

(2)buffet restaurant.
Holly: Oh! You’re lucky! My family just has sandwiches for lunch on Sunday.

Every Sunday.
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Ayako: Why is that?
Holly: Because Dad is always the cook then! But I usually have something to eat

later at the mall anyway, so that’s OK.
Ayako: Oh, yeah, they have a nice food court there, don’t they?
Holly: Yeah, they do. Hey—if you’re free on Sunday afternoon we could go

shopping. I love shopping at the mall. They have so many nice stores
there.

Ayako: I’m sorry, Holly. This Sunday I’m going to go for a drive in the country
with my host family. But I’d love to go to the mall with you next week.

Holly: OK! Let’s plan on it!

NOTES
(1) Many dogs in the US live in the backyard, so they don’t necessarily need to take a walk

for exercise, although they would still enjoy one. Jack is an indoor dog, so he must
really appreciate Ayako taking him for a walk.

(2) A buffet restaurant is one where you serve yourself and can eat as much as you like.

HOMESTAY USA
What do Americans like to do on the weekend? After you watch the DVD, complete
the statements below.

Everyone looks forward to the weekend because there’s so much to do.

You can start Saturday off with a real American breakfast—waffles and sausage.

Gwynne: All right. Bring that to Chikako. Chikako, have you had waffles before?
Chikako: Yes.
Gwynne: Yeah? Do you like them?
Chikako: Yeah!
Gwynne: Good!

Your host family might decide to take you for a boat ride.

Have you ever gone crabbing?

How about kayaking?

Or sailing?

On Sunday, many families go to church.

Minister: I think it has benefit—benefited them hugely, in terms of their
(1)sensitivity to cross-cultural dynamics, that sort of thing.
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And of course a lot of people like to eat out on weekends.

But some people just like to sleep in. Get out of bed, sleepyhead! You’re missing the fun!

NOTES
(1) The minister is talking about a church program which sent some young people

overseas. The young people learned a lot about how people with different backgrounds
think and act differently and how that affects how they interact with each other.

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: Does your family do anything special on the weekend that they don’t do

during the week?
Alex: Um . . . well . . . lots of times we watch a movie during the weekend . . .

like my mom rents a movie, and we watch that. And we normally don’t
watch TV on the . . . during the week just (1)’cuz we’re outside playing.

Interviewer: And does everybody like to sleep in on the weekends?
Alex: Yeah. Everybody likes to do that.

Interviewer: Who sleeps in the most?
Alex: (2)Me.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: Do teenagers or young adults have parties at their houses very often?

Joelle: Um . . . teenagers, if they’re living at home . . . yeah, sometimes for
birthdays and things like that, or just to have friends over. College
students, if they live in a house with their friends, often will have parties.

Interviewer: What do you advise students about making or accepting invitations?
Joelle: Um . . . I—it can be dangerous to just accept any invitation. Maybe get to

know a person before you go into a situation where you’re maybe alone
with them or late at night or something like that. Get to know people
before you accept invitations like that. But most of the time people are
very friendly and . . . um . . . there’s not a lot of situations that are unsafe.
But just be . . . uh, think clearly about things before you do them.

NOTES
(1) short for “because”
(2) To stay asleep in the morning is to “sleep in.” Since Alex is young, he presumably also

goes to bed earlier than his parents, and thus also sleeps the longest.
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UNIT 9

A Day to Celebrate

NOTES
Halloween: Halloween is extremely popular with children, partly because it is fun to dress
up in costumes and also because it is really fun to get candy from people whose houses they
visit. Typically the children will ring a doorbell of a house in their neighborhood and yell
“Trick or treat!” (in other words, “Give us a treat, or we will play a trick on you!”). After all
the visits are done the children go home and compare the bags of candy that they received.
Teenagers will still dress up, but instead of trick-or-treating they will go to a haunted house
or a party.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is talking to her friend, Bob, about a holiday she celebrated with her host
family. As you listen, number the pictures in the correct order from 1 to 4.

Bob: How was your Fourth of July, Ayako?
Ayako: Very interesting! I’ve always wanted to see what happens on

Independence Day in America.
Bob: Well, now you know. Tell me, how did you spend the day?

Ayako: Well, first we went to the parade downtown.
Bob: Uh-huh. What time did you get there?

Ayako: At 9:00. There were so many marching bands and floats, and some
clowns, and even some trained dogs . . .

Bob: Uh-huh. And what did you and your family do after that?
Ayako: We went back home and had a barbecue. We had . . .

Bob: Let me guess . . . hamburgers and hot dogs.
Ayako: You’re right! How did you know?

Bob: Oh, I had a hunch. Nothing is more American than hamburgers and hot
dogs!

Ayako: My host father did all the cooking, too. He was really enjoying himself!
Bob: I bet. Oh, you went to the fireworks show, didn’t you?

Ayako: Yeah, we did! But before that we played a game of croquet in the
backyard.

Bob: Oh, croquet. I haven’t played that in years! How did you like it?
Ayako: It was fun. It’s a new game for me! We have a similar game in Japan,

gateball, but I’ve never played it. Then, we went to the (1)park to watch
the fireworks show.

Bob: How did you like it?
Ayako: It was great! I really enjoyed it. Everyone was in a good mood, clapping

and (2)saying “ooh” and “aah” . . . and of course we had some snacks
there too . . .
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NOTES
(1) People usually watch fireworks shows from a park or a stadium. Sometimes golf

courses are open to the public for fireworks shows. In recent years many cities have
substituted laser light shows for fireworks because of safety reasons (summers are
often very dry and fires can easily burn out of control).

(2) Crowds in English-speaking countries usually comment on the fireworks as they are
shown by saying “ooh” or “aah” after each display.

HOMESTAY USA
Every American family has its own way of celebrating holidays. After you watch the
DVD, complete the statements below.

Can you guess what this parade is about?

It’s Independence Day in America.

The Fourth of July is one of the most popular and patriotic days of the year.

Young and old alike enjoy looking at classic cars such as this Mustang . . . or this Cadillac.

You’ll see many other antiques, too.

And what’s a parade without bagpipes?

Or marching bands?

Floats.

Kids love it when they throw candy.

After the parade, most people enjoy a typical barbecue of hamburgers and hot dogs.

But this group has decided to (1)pig out at this pig roast.

I don’t know about you, but I’m getting hungry!

NOTES
(1) eat a large amount of food
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TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: Did you celebrate any holidays with your host family?

Fumi: Oh, yeah, I did. Uh . . . I did celebrate like Independence Day . . . last
year. And . . . what was it? I forgot the name of it . . . but something like
about . . . like Spanish Culture Celebration Day, yeah.

Interviewer: And does . . . does Spanish Culture Celebration Day . . . what, what did
you do to celebrate it?

Fumi: Oh, my host family brought many of their friends, and . . . yeah . . . we
had a really big dinner (that) night, yeah. (1)Pretty dancing stuff.

Interviewer: And what did you think about that?
Fumi: Yeah, that was really good. You know, in Japan, we don’t hang out with

our family often. So, yeah, that was really cool!

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: And have you had homestay students?

Laura: Yes, yes. In fact, uh . . . six years . . . we . . . over the course of six years,
we had 17 different international students living with our family. My
children grew up with always having an international student in the house.

Interviewer: From any country in particular or multiple?
Laura: Mostly Japan, but we also had students from Korea, Hong Kong and

Holland.
Interviewer: And a very positive experience I would imagine?

Laura: Yes! Yes, a great experience.
Interviewer: And you recommend it.

Laura: Yes!

NOTES
(1) Fumi is referring to how there were some colorfully dressed folk dancers at the

celebration.
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UNIT 10

How Are Classes Going?

NOTES
Club activities: In high school, clubs are an important part of school life. Ambitious
students will belong to many clubs, as such activity is good to have on one’s entrance
application for a university. Grades and entrance exam scores are very important factors in
college admission decisions, of course, but club activities, volunteer activities and written
essays are also very important.

School newspaper: High schools usually have a monthly newspaper. Large colleges or
universities may have a daily newspaper, and smaller ones will usually have a weekly
paper for the students. The school newspaper is a great place to get a feel for the school, so
it is a good idea to find an online version of the paper before you go to a school.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is interviewing her host brother’s friend, Mark. As you listen, fill in the missing
information.

Ayako: Mark, can I ask you some questions?
Mark: Sure! Um, what about?
Ayako: I’m going to write an article for my school’s newspaper about American

school life, so I’d like to interview you for that. Is that OK with you?
Mark: Sure, (1)no problem.
Ayako: Great! First of all, how often do you go to the library?
Mark: The library? Pretty often, almost every day, in fact.
Ayako: Really!
Mark: Yeah—I love the library! It’s a great place to study and meet people.
Ayako: I see. Do you have another favorite place on campus?
Mark: Sure! The gym! They have lots of basketball courts and an indoor

swimming pool. It’s really wonderful.
Ayako: Uh-huh.
Mark: The gym gets a lot of use, too. It’s really convenient, just a 10-minute

walk from my dorm room.
Ayako: That is convenient. OK, about classes, what is your favorite class?
Mark: My favorite class? Well, I’m a history major, and I like European History

the best this semester.
Ayako: Any special reason?
Mark: Well, I find European history really fascinating. So many countries, so

many interesting people . . .
Ayako: I see. Uh, are you in a club?
Mark: Yeah, I’m in the fencing club.
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Ayako: Fencing?
Mark: Yeah, you know, with swords and helmets.

Ayako: Oh, I see!
Mark: By the way, I took Japanese History last year.

Ayako: How did you like it?
Mark: It was great. Very interesting! And I would love to visit Japan someday.

Ayako: That’s nice to hear. Oh, do you have any advice for someone who wants to
study in the States?

Mark: Um, sure. Let’s see. Try to make some friends when you’re here. You’ll
get a lot of good information from your friends about which classes to
take, how to do things—all kinds of advice like that.

NOTES
(1) This is a very informal expression, which often means “OK” or “You’re welcome.”

HOMESTAY USA
Your homestay trip may include the chance to go to school. After you watch the DVD,
complete the statements below.

One of the main reasons young people go on a homestay trip is to improve their English.

Classroom helper: Sure, yeah, yeah.
Student: It’s like shumai.

Classroom helper: OK, yeah.

And one of the best places to do that is at school.

You’ll have lots of opportunities to speak English.

Classroom helper: Every day?
Maria: Every day.

Classroom helper: Wow—at my house . . .
Maria: Yeah.

Classroom helper: I live with four other guys . . .
Maria: Yeah.

Classroom helper: We don’t wash the dishes, and they get piled up and it smells
really bad.

In fact, your teachers will expect you to speak English all the time!

Laura: In your groups, talk in English—only English—and think “Why
is this not a good conversation.” In your groups, in English!

You’ll have a chance to learn about many holidays and customs.
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Classroom helper: Uh, it was turkey, bread, um, pie, grapes. My—my family makes
this meal.

Student: Oh . . .
Classroom helper: Yeah.

Don’t be surprised if you have homework. That’s a custom everywhere, isn’t it?

Hey! Get back to work!

You may even have to give a speech.

Chikako: I worried about what awaited me.

There’s nothing to worry about. In the classroom, you’ll be among friends.

Students, Laura, classroom helpers:  Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you,
happy birthday dear Mayu, happy birthday to you! Omedeto!

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: Dex, are you a Campus Friend?

Dex: I am.
Interviewer: Can you tell me about that?

Dex: Uh, pretty much, it’s just a university student, like a (1)Western student,
and then an international student coming from Japan or, uh, any country
and, uh, pretty much we just hang out and do things like a regular friend
would.

Interviewer: And how did you get interested in becoming a Campus Friend?
Dex: Um, I actually am a volunteer in some of the classes for the international

students. And then I heard about Campus Friends and I heard that it was a
great way just to hang out with the students and such, and uh, just love to
have the opportunity because they’re a lot of fun.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: Why did you decide to come to the States on a homestay?

Hikaru: Mmm . . . Because, I, I like English, and I like to talk, uh, (with) many
people, so, I decided to (go on a) homestay.

Interviewer: What is your favorite class?
Hikaru: Class? Hmm . . . I like discussion class.

Interviewer: What do you like about that class?
Hikaru: Hmm . . . in discussion class, we study the American culture.

NOTES
(1) Western Washington University
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UNIT 11

You’ll Like This Place!

NOTES
Driving: Most families drive to their holiday destination. While flying may be much faster
and even more economical, driving has many advantages. First of all, one can control one’s
schedule. Also, it is important to have a car at the destination and renting a car is seen as a
luxury when the family has a perfectly good car already. Finally, the journey is a big part of
the trip. Parents often want to show their children, or visitors such as homestayers, the
American landscape.

Souvenirs: Souvenirs are a big part of any trip. Usually souvenirs are only expected by
people who are close to the person who went on a trip. “It’s the thought that counts” is a
common expression that means that the actual value of the item is not the point. A bottle
opener or some other small object is sure to be appreciated, because it is nice to be
remembered by someone who went on a trip.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is talking to her friend, Tony, about a short trip she took with her host family.
As you listen, complete each statement by circling the letter of the correct answer.

Tony: Hi, Ayako!
Ayako: Hi, Tony. How are you?

Tony: Pretty good. Where have you been? I haven’t seen you for a while.
Ayako: Oh, I just got back from a camping trip with my host family.

Tony: Camping! I didn’t know you liked to go camping.
Ayako: Sure. I sometimes go camping in Japan, too.

Tony: That’s nice.
Ayako: Yeah. And we went horseback riding, too! That was the first time for me

to ride a horse, but it was fun.
Tony: I bet!

Ayako: Yeah, it was a great trip! And the mountains are so beautiful here.
Tony: Yeah, they are. Something else you should try while you’re here is to go

whitewater rafting down (1)the Arkansas River.
Ayako: Whitewater rafting?

Tony: Yeah, you know, with an inflatable raft. It’s exciting! Going down the
rapids, bouncing off rocks . . .

Ayako: Exciting? It sounds kind of scary!
Tony: Don’t worry. It’s pretty safe—as long as you wear your life jacket. Oh,

you’ve gotta go while you’re here!
Ayako: Um, maybe! But I think mountain climbing is exciting enough for me.
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Tony: I understand. In that case, maybe we can organize a (2)canoe trip
sometime. There are some nice rivers to float down . . .

Ayako: A canoe trip? Now that sounds fun!

NOTES
(1) This river flows through Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas, where it joins

the Mississippi River. In Colorado the river is quite fast, as its origin is high in the
Rocky Mountains and it quickly drops in elevation.

(2) It is popular to go on a “float trip” down a quiet river. People use canoes, kayaks, or
inner tubes to float down the river. The main point is to watch the scenery and enjoy
the day, in contrast to whitewater rafting, where the focus is on the boating itself.

HOMESTAY USA
Many American families take their homestayers on a day trip. After you watch the
DVD, complete the statements below.

Your host family may take you on a day trip.

Today, Taro, Taisuke, their host mother Terri, and her dog, Daisy, are going to see some
nearby waterfalls.

Terri: Yeah.
Taro: How far from here?
Terri: How far from here?
Taro: Yeah.
Terri: Not far.
Taro: Not, not far?
Terri: Maybe . . . 10 minutes.

Without a car, it would take a lot longer!

Terri: OK.
Taro: Can I—can I lead Daisy?
Terri: Sure.

Wouldn’t you like to go hiking here?

Terri: One thing I really liked about Japan . . .
Taro: Hmm?
Terri: . . . when I was there, I really liked about Japan was not—no litter.
Taro: Um, yeah, but recently we have some.
Terri: Oh, people start(ed) throwing their garbage away?
Taro: Yeah.
Terri: Yeah.
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Terri: So, these are the falls here.

What a beautiful place to stop and rest!

This place is pretty nice, too!

I think everyone had fun, don’t you?

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: Are there many things to do that are really inexpensive?

Joelle: Yeah, there are many things around Bellingham that you can do. A lot of
parks are the best option for inexpensive entertainment. Uh . . . for
example, there’s one park with boats and things like that . . . that you can
. . . and you can swim there and things like that are very fun to do. And it’s
very cheap!

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: Do you have any safety tips for the traveling homestayer?

Rosemary: Yeah. To keep safe, students should try their best to be street-smart; to
look like they know what they’re doing on the streets . . . and like it’s not
their first time there. They should try to carry their cameras in a place
where they aren’t too visible and just take them out when they want to
take a picture. They should make copies of their important paperwork—
their passports, their (1)I-20, their credit cards. And keep those copies safe
in their hotel room, so that if things were to get lost, or anything was to
happen, they could, uh, use the copies to find out what they had lost.

NOTES
(1) This form is very important for visitors to the US who are staying on a student visa. It

is issued by the school as proof that they have accepted the student, and is a necessary
document for the student to use to apply for their student visa with the US government.
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UNIT 12

I’ll Miss You!

NOTES
Saying goodbye: Depending on the homestay program, there could be guidelines for how
the host family is to say goodbye to the homestayer. Even a short homestay will result in a
close relationship for many people, so it is important to say goodbye properly. If the
homestayer is going to the airport, it may be best for the family to say goodbye at home, put
the homestayer in a taxi, and let him or her settle down before the flight home. Having the
family at the airport is seen by many counselors as making things harder on the homestayer
after all, as they may not have time to “separate” from the host family and will then be
overwhelmed by emotion when they are on the plane.

Thank-you letter: After a week or two it is very important for the homestayer to write a
handwritten thank-you note to the host family. Even if the homestayer sends an email
message saying “I got home safely” and gives many thanks to the host family, it is
important to have a real, handwritten note. The homestayer and the family may end up
exchanging letters and pictures for many years.

AUDIO/VIDEO SCRIPT
LET’S LISTEN

Ayako is getting ready to go back to Japan. Listen to the four conversations. Fill in the
missing information.

CONVERSATION 1
Ayako: Hi, I’m looking for a picture frame.

Store clerk: Here are some nice ones. They’re all $6, by the way.
Ayako: Hmm . . . This one is nice. I like the way it looks.

Store clerk: Yes it is nice, isn’t it? But we also have a cube here. It holds five pictures.
And, it is only $7.50.

Ayako: Oh, that’s nice too.
Store clerk: And if you like, you can put a note in one of the cube faces. See?

Ayako: Oh, that’s right! I think I’ll take it.
Store clerk: Very good. Can I interest you in some stationery too?

Ayako: Oh, no thanks. Just the photo cube is fine.

CONVERSATION 2
Ayako: Mrs. Davis, I want to say thank you for holding this (1)party for me. I

really didn’t expect it!
Mrs. Davis: It was nice to surprise you. You really didn’t know about it?

Ayako: No, not at all!
Mrs. Davis: Well, it was so nice having you here. We really enjoyed your visit with us.
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Ayako: Oh, me too. It’s been a lot of fun.
Mrs. Davis: I’m glad to hear that.

Ayako: Oh, can I get you some more cake?
Mrs. Davis: Sure, thanks. That would be really nice.

Ayako: OK, just a minute.
Mrs. Davis: By the way, Ayako, there’s someone I want you to meet. She just got back

into town last night. She used to live in Japan! Hurry back, now!
Ayako: All right, as soon as I get your cake!

CONVERSATION 3
Mr. Davis: Ayako, when is your flight?

Ayako: It leaves at, uh, 1:20.
Mr. Davis: Right, then we should leave here by 10 o’clock at the latest, right?

Ayako: That’s right.
Mr. Davis: Is there anything we can help you with?

Ayako: No, I think I’ve got everything just about ready.
Mr. Davis: Great. Um, I’ll be in the backyard doing some work, so if you need

anything, just let me know.

CONVERSATION 4
Ayako: Mrs. Davis, I can’t believe it is already time to leave.

Mrs. Davis: Yes, it went quickly, didn’t it?
Ayako: It sure did.

Mrs. Davis: Well, I hope we can see you again sometime.
Ayako: Me too! If you have a chance, please come visit me in Sapporo.

Mrs. Davis: I sure hope we can do that. By the way, be sure to send us an email as
soon as you get back, OK?

Ayako: I will. Um, thanks again for everything. It was really nice to stay with you.
Here’s a little present for you all.

Mrs. Davis: Oh, Ayako, you didn’t have to get us anything.
Ayako: That’s OK, it was the least I could do.

Mrs. Davis: Well, that is really (2)sweet. Thank you so much.
Ayako: My pleasure. I’ll miss you!

Mrs. Davis: We’ll miss you too!
Ayako: Take care of yourself! Goodbye!

Mrs. Davis: You too, Ayako! Take care! Write soon! Goodbye!

NOTES
(1) Surprise parties are not very common, but are fun to plan and carry out.
(2) nice
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HOMESTAY USA
The hardest part of a homestay may be saying goodbye. After you watch the DVD,
complete the statements below.

Yes, you’ll have lots of memories from your homestay adventure.

Now, the homestayers are saying goodbye to their host families.

Even a short homestay can result in a deep bond of friendship.

The students wrote a special letter of thanks to their teacher, Laura.

Gwynne: Good. Come again.
Chikako: Yeah.
Gwynne: We want to see you again.

Gwynne: Goodbye! Come again!
Chikako: Thank you!

Gwynne: Have a good trip. Send me email when you get to Japan.
Chikako: Ah, yes.
Gwynne: Let me know that you got there safe.
Chikako: Yeah.
Gwynne: Good. Have a good trip.
Chikako: Thank you!

These homestayers now have memories that will last them for their whole life.

We hope you will enjoy your homestay adventure as well.

Have a great trip!

TALKING TOGETHER
Watch the two interviews. Mark the statements as true (T) or false (F).

INTERVIEW 1
Interviewer: Is it hard to say goodbye?

Gwynne: Sometimes. Sometimes it’s not so hard! Yeah, usually it is. Usually, um,
you’ve had them in your house for two weeks, and they are kind of like
another child, and so yeah, it can be hard to say goodbye. I usually try to
make sure that we get—exchange email addresses, and, um, try to keep in
touch afterwards.

Interviewer: And do you notice that you do stay in touch with them?
Gwynne: We do. Actually my oldest son and I a few years ago, went and stayed

with our very first exchange student. So we got to stay with her family
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and see how she lived. And that was—that was a—a really neat
experience. And, um, we had our first student in 2000, and we still stay in
touch with her. So, um . . . I stay in touch with a lot of our old students.

INTERVIEW 2
Interviewer: What advice do you give to a family on how to say goodbye to their

homestayer?
Liz: Well, I would give the advice of, um, saying goodbye the night before

they leave. Um, it can be really difficult to say goodbye the morning of,
because, um, it’s really busy, you’re trying to pack, you’re trying to get
the airport on time, and so saying goodbye the night before, maybe having
a nice dinner with the whole family, and making that your goodbye, um,
would be a good idea. Before—before the morning that you leave. So . . .

Interviewer: How about after the homestayer arrives back in their home country?
Liz: Hmm . . . that’s a good question. Um, I’d recommend maybe sending your

family an email, and telling them that you’re safe and you’re home. And,
um, if you’d like to stay in contact with your family, writing them a letter.
Um, it’s really fun to get mail from another country, so writing them a
letter and saying um, how you’re doing and um, maybe another thank you
would be a great idea.
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